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Ďƫ ĎďĔċĎƴę�ĖğěēƪĎďĜ�ÞďȾĥėÏȾ�

«As Homer replied well to all [the challenges], Hesiod said, again: Tell me only 
this, as I ask you: how many Achaeans went to Ilion with the Atreidae? And he 
answered with a numerical problem, as follows: Fifty were the fire-hearths, and 
LQ�HDFK�RQH�ILIW\�VSLWV��DURXQG�HDFK�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�ILIW\�SLHFHV�RI�PHDW��DQG�WKUHH�
WLPHV�WKUHH�KXQGUHG�$FKDHDQV�ZHUH�DURXQG�RQH�SLHFH�RI�PHDW��%XW�WKLV�UHVXOWV�LQ�
an incredible number: for if there are 50 hearths, then there are 2,500 spits, and 
��������SLHFHV�RI�PHDW�ȾɁ}�

This is the text and (slightly altered) translation of Cert. Hom. Hes. 138-148 
DV� SULQWHG� LQ� WKH� PRVW� UHFHQW� HGLWLRQ� E\� %DVVLQR� ������� ��I��1�� 6KH� QRWHV� LQ� WKH�
DSSDUDWXV� WKDW�0DUWLQ�:HVW� UHFRJQL]HG� OO�� �������� DV� LQWHUSRODWHG�� KH�PDGH� WKLV�
VXJJHVWLRQ�LQ�SDVVLQJ��ZLWK�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�FRQILGHQFH��LQ�KLV������GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�
Certamen2, and stood by it in 2003 as he marked the interpolation in his Loeb text 
of the Certamen3.�1HYHUWKHOHVV��%DVVLQR�GHFLGHG�WR�LQFOXGH�WKH�VXVSLFLRXV�SDVVDJH�
LQ�KHU� WH[W�� WKLV� LV�KRZ�VKH�H[SODLQV�KHU�GHFLVLRQ� LQ� WKH�FRPPHQWDU\�

1 This passage is only preserved in Laur. SO� �����
2 6HH�:HVW�����������Q�����mWKH�LUUHOHYDQW�QRWH�WKDW�IROORZV�>+RPHUȷV�DULWKPHWLFDO�ULGGOH@�

LQ� WKH�PDQXVFULSW� >Ɂ@� LV� FOHDUO\� LQWHUSRODWHG�� ,W� LV� LQFRPSOHWH� DW� WKH� HQG�� SRVVLEO\� EHFDXVH� RI�
GDPDJH� WR�D� ORZHU�PDUJLQ� LQ�ZKLFK� LW�ZDV�ZULWWHQ}�

3 :HVW� �����������Q������ UHSHDWV�KLV������FRPPHQW�

m(,.$6026}�;;;,�������
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«the suggestion [scil. WKDW���������RULJLQDWHG�DV�D�PDUJLQDO�JORVV��ZKLFK�D�VFULEH�
erroneously included in the text] is fascinating, because it suggests that the topic of 
the exchange – the number of Achaeans who went to Troy – generated debate from 
DQWLTXLW\��VHH������Q��RQ�7KXF\GLGHV��WKURXJK�WR�WKH�%\]DQWLQH�DJH��+RZHYHU��RQO\�
WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI�QHZ�PDQXVFULSW�ZLWQHVVHV�FRXOG�SURYH�LW�ZLWK�FHUWDLQW\}��S�������

As it happens, we do have a rather famous textual witness whose testimony sheds 
important light on this passage, yet this evidence has been overlooked by the 
editors of the Certamen. This neglected manuscript is Par. VXSSO�� JU� 384, better 
known as (the second part of) the Palatine Anthology (AP��� $PRQJ� WKH� ULGGOHV��
mathematical puzzles and oracles of AP� ;,9�� RQH� ILQGV� D� VLPSOH� DULWKPHWLFDO�
riddle, which is almost, but not exactly identical with Cert. Hom. Hes. ���������
WKH� WKUHH� KH[DPHWHUV� DUH� SUHFHGHG� E\� D� OHPPD�� 7KLV� LV�AP ;,9� ����� WKH� ODVW� RI�
the arithmetical problems collected in this book4�� EHVLGHV�AP and the Certamen, 
it is now known, thanks to two recent studies, from the collective testimony of 
ILYH�PVV�� WKDW� SUHVHUYH� D� %\]DQWLQH� FROOHFWLRQ� RI� HSLJUDPV� RQ�+RPHU5�� 7KH� XOWL-
mate source of this collection must have been a copy of the Cephalan anthology 
similar to those on which the Palatine and Planudean Anthologies are founded, 
and therefore this sylloge is a distinct source of information on the tradition from 
which AP emerged�, although in the case of AP ;,9������WKH�WH[W�RI�AP is clearly 
VXSHULRU�WR�WKH�MRLQW�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�WKH�QHZO\�LQWURGXFHG�ZLWQHVVHV��+HUH�LV�P\�WH[W�
RI� WKH� ULGGOH�� ZLWK� D� VRPHZKDW� DEULGJHG� DSSDUDWXV�� LQ� UHSRUWLQJ� WKH� UHDGLQJV� RI�
the Homeric sylloge, I rely on the studies by Francesca Maltomini and Francesco 
9DOHULR� �WKH�VLJOD�DUH�0DOWRPLQLȷV��: 

ŖĚĞ’ ţĝċė ĖċĕďěęȘ ĚğěƱĜ őĝġƪěċē, őė Ďƫ ŒĔƪĝĞǹ
ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞ’ ŽČďĕęư, ĚďěƯ Ďƫ ĔěƬċ ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞċä
ĞěƯĜ Ďƫ ĞěēđĔƲĝēęē ĚďěƯ Ŕė ĔěƬċĜ ţĝċė ŉġċēęư�

|| lemma: ƈĖđěęĜ (Pal. ïVa : ƈĖƮěęğ ïA,H) ŦĝēƲĎȣ őěģĞƮĝċėĞē�ĚƲĝģė (ĚƲĝęė ï) ĞƱ Ğȥė 
ŗĕĕƮėģė�ĚĕǻĒęĜ ĞƱ�ĔċĞƩ ĞǻĜ ŵĕưęğ ĝĞěċĞďȘĝċė��ƀ�ĔċĞƩ ĞǻĜ þěęưċĜ�őĝĞěƪĞďğĝċė�ï)
|| 1 ŖĚĞ’ ţĝċė� vel ŒĚĞƩ ŕĝċė�0HLQHNH� ������ 284 :� ŖĚĞ’ ŕĝċė�Pal. ïA : ŖĚĞ’ ŕĝĝċė�
ïH,L,V,Va : ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞ’ ţĝċė�Cert.� _�ĖċĕďěęȘ�RP��Cert.

«Answer of Homer to Hesiod when he asked the number of the Greeks who 
took part in the war against Troy: “There were seven hearths of fierce fire, and 

4 2Q�WKH�DXWRQRPRXV�VWDWXV�RI�AP ;,9����� LQ� WKLV�FROOHFWLRQ��VHH�*ULOOR�����������Q����
5� 6HH�0DOWRPLQL������DQG�9DOHULR�������ERWK�SURYLGH�D�FULWLFDO�WH[W�DQG�H[WHQVLYH�GLVFXV-

sion of the same epigrammatic sylloge��EXW� WKHLU�VWXGLHV�ZHUH�SUHSDUHG� LQGHSHQGHQWO\�
�� 6HH�0DOWRPLQL���������������DQG�9DOHULR����������������WKH\�ERWK�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�IXWXUH�

editors of AP ZLOO�KDYH� WR� WDNH� WKLV� WHVWLPRQ\� LQWR�DFFRXQW��
� ï = the Homeric sylloge��ïA = Ambr. I 4 VXS� (JU��������ïL = Laur. FRQY��VRSSU� �����ïV 

= Vat. JU� ����ïH = Lond. +DUO� ������ïVa = Vat. JU� ����
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LQ� HDFK� ZHUH� ILIW\� VSLWV� DQG� ILIW\� MRLQWV� RQ� WKHP�� $ERXW� HDFK� MRLQW� ZHUH� QLQH�
KXQGUHG�$FKDHDQVȻ}8�

AP LV� OLNHO\� WR� SUHVHUYH� WKH� OHPPD� LQ� LWV� RULJLQDO� �L�H�� SUHVXPDEO\� &HSKDODQ�) 
IRUP��DV�9DOHULR�������������QRWHV��WKH�SDUWLFLSOH�DW�LWV�HQG�LV�OHVV�REYLRXV�WKDQ�WKH�
syntactically simpler relative clause of the Homeric sylloge, and the same can be 
VDLG�DERXW�ĚƲĝģė��D�JHQLWLYH�RI�PHDVXUH��ZKLFK� WKH�sylloge (and recent editions) 
VXEVWLWXWH�ZLWK�ĚƲĝęė�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ��QRWH� WKH�XVH�RI�Źĕēęė� LQ�AP, which the other 
PVV��VXEVWLWXWH�ZLWK�þěęưċ�� ,�ZLOO� UHWXUQ� WR� WKHVH�YDULDQWV� IXUWKHU�RQ�

The riddle is accompanied in AP E\�D�PDUJLQDO�VFKROLRQ��ZKLFK�UHDGV��ĖğěēƪĎďĜ�
Þċ͉Ġ͉ę͉ď͉Ý��ščęğė�ġēĕēƪĎďĜ�Ėƴěēċē�ĚďėĞċĔēĝġưĕēęē�ŒĚĞċĔƲĝēċē�ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞċ��9DUL-
DQWV� DUH� \LHOGHG� E\� WZR� PVV�� SUHVHUYLQJ� WKH� +RPHULF� sylloge: ïVa� RQO\� KDV� ďŭĝƯ�
ĖğěēƪĎďĜ�ÞċĠęďÝ�DQG�ïA�KDV�ďŭĝƯ�ĖğěēƪĎďĜ�ÞċĠęďÝ��ščęğė�ġēĕēƪĎďĜ�Ėƴěēċē�ĔċƯ�
ÞďĢėÝ��:KDW�IROORZV�ščęğė�LV�DEVXUG10, but Marian Auerbach demonstrated that the 
HUURU�LV��LQ�IDFW��VFULEDO�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DULWKPHWLFDO��WKH�WH[W�VKRXOG�UHDG��ĖğěēƪĎďĜ�ġưĕēċē�
ĚďėĞċĔƲĝēċē�ŒČĎęĖƮĔęėĞċ�ĚƬėĞď�� L�H������������11��7KLV�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ� WKDW� WKH�
paradosis of ïVa��ZKHUH�ščęğė�ĔĞĕ��LV�PLVVLQJ��JRHV�EDFN�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�YHUVLRQ��WKH�
VFULEH�ZDV� OLNHO\� WR�KDYH� VLPSO\� UHDOL]HG� WKH�DEVXUGLW\�RI� WKH� H[SODQDWLRQ��$W� DQ\�
UDWH��WKH�VKDUHG�HUURU�RI�ġēĕēƪĎďĜ�Ėƴěēċē�SRLQWV�WR�D�VKDUHG�DQFHVWU\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�
ĚďėĞċĔēĝġưĕēęē�ŒĚĞċĔƲĝēċē�ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞċ�ZULWWHQ�LQ�ZRUGV�PXVW�KDYH�SUHFHGHG�LQ�
WUDQVPLVVLRQ�WKH�ÞďĢėÝ�ZULWWHQ� LQ�QXPHUDOV��VLQFH� WKH� ODWWHU� LV�GRXEO\�DEVXUG�DV�DQ�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�SUHFHGHV�ščęğė��$OO�LQ�DOO��WKH�WH[W�RI�AP LV��DJDLQ��VXSHULRU�

$QRWKHU�SUREOHP�ZH�RXJKW�WR�FRQVLGHU�LV�WKDW�WKLV�VROXWLRQ�ȱ������������ȱ�LV��
LQ�IDFW��ZURQJ� 2U�EHWWHU��LW is prima facie correct, yet only if one misunderstands 
O����ȱ�ZKLFK�,�VXVSHFW�PD\�EH�GHOLEHUDWHO\�PLVOHDGLQJ�ȱ�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�ILIW\�
SLHFHV�RI�PHDW�RQ�HDFK�RI�ILIW\�VSLWV��L�H����������������������ZKHUHDV�ZKDW�LW�DFWX-
ally says is that there were fifty spits and accordingly fifty carcasses at each of the 
VHYHQ�KHDUWKV��L�H��RQH�FDUFDVV�RQ�RQH�VSLW���������������12��7KH�DFWXDO�VROXWLRQ�LV��
WKHQ�����������7KH�FKRLFH�EHWZHHQ������������DQG���������LV�GLFWDWHG�E\�FRPPRQ�
VHQVH��DIWHU�DOO��WKH�ILUVW�QXPEHU�H[FHHGV�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�*UHHFH�HYHQ�WRGD\��$V�
it happens, an attentive reader of the Iliad can estimate the number of the Greeks 
DW�7UR\� RQ� WKH� EDVLV� RI� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� VXSSOLHG� LQ� WKH� Ⱥ&DWDORJXH� RI� 6KLSVȻ� �,,�
���������� DQG� VXFK� FDOFXODWLRQ�ZDV� IDPRXVO\� GRQH� E\�7KXF\GLGHV� �,� ��������� E\�

8 7UDQVO��3DWRQ�����������
� 6HH�Q�����EHORZ�
10 &I��7DQQHU\����������Q����
11 m6FULED�HUUDYLW� HW�SUR�ĖğěēƪĎďĜ ġưĕēċē scripsit ġēĕēƪĎďĜ Ėƴěēċē��Altero igitur loco pro 

������VFULSVLW���������HW� FRQVWDQWHU�XVTXH�DG� ILQHP�VFULSVLW�������SUR����������SUR��������SUR�
5}��������

12� &I��%HFNE\�����������DQG�%XIILªUH����������Q����DQG�����Q�����WKH�ILUVW�WR�FRPPHQW�RQ�
WKH� DPELJXLW\�ZDV�%RLVVRQDGH� LQ�'¾EQHU� ������ ����� EXW� WKH� FRUUHFW� VROXWLRQ� LV� DOUHDG\� JLYHQ�
E\�%DFKHWXV�����������
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ZKRVH� HVWLPDWH� WKH� QXPEHU� ZDV� ��������� �������� LV� VWLOO� D� VLJQLILFDQWO\� ODUJHU�
number13, yet Thucydides’ reckoning helps us see what sort of logic the ancients 
applied to solve this problem and which solution to our riddle is preferable14�

It is probably clear by now that what I would like to suggest is that Cert. 
Hom. Hes. 143-145 and AP ;,9�����DUH�QRW�WZR�VOLJKWO\�GLIIHUHQW�ULGGOHV��WKLV�LV�
WKH�VDPH�ULGGOH��ZKRVH�ILUVW� OLQH�LV�FRUUXSW� LQ� WKH�PV��RI� WKH�Certamen, but fortu-
nately preserved intact in AP�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKH� VXJJHVWLRQ� LV� QRW�PLQH�� WKLV�ZDV� VHHQ�
four hundred years ago, soon after more scholars had come to be aware of the 
existence of AP RZLQJ� WR�6DOPDVLXV��E\�&ODXGH�*DVSDUG�%DFKHW�GH�0«]LULDF�� WKH�
editor princeps of the arithmetical riddles of AP ;,9� �ZKRVH� WH[W�� DFFRPSDQLHG�
E\� KLV�PHWULFDO� WUDQVODWLRQ� LQWR�/DWLQ�� KH� LQFOXGHG� LQ� KLV� HGLWLRQ� RI�'LRSKDQWXV���
Here is his comment on AP ;,9����15:

extat hoc epigramma in agone Homeri et Hesiodi Graece edito, sed corruptum, 
QDP� LQLWLXP�SULPL� YHUVXV� VLF� OHJLWXU�� ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞ’ ţĝċė�ĚğěƱĜ őĝġƪěċē��Unde 
non immerito Agonis illius author incredibilem quae inde colligitur militum mul-
titudinem miratur, sic enim fieret eorum numerus 2,250,000 [scil. �������������@�

This observation is correct, except that the comment on the suspicious solution we 
find in the Certamen is not by its author, but rather, as West (l.c.��VDZ��D�%\]DQWLQH�
scribal gloss, one quite similar to the Cephalan scholion of AP and the Homeric 
sylloge: WKLV�LV�JXDUDQWHHG�E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�DOUHDG\�FRUUXSW�WH[W�

+RZ�ŖĚĞȷ�ţĝċė�ĖċĕďěęȘ�ĚğěƱĜ�őĝġƪěċē�EHFDPH�ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞȷ�ţĝċė�ĚğěƱĜ�
őĝġƪěċē� LV�QRW�HDV\� WR�H[SODLQ��EXW� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞċ�RFFXUV� WZLFH� LQ� WKH�
next line, including its beginning, no doubt influenced the appearance of yet another 
ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞċ�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�FRUUXSW�YHUVH��7KH�FRUUXSWLRQ�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�
PXOWL�VWDJH��SHUKDSV�ĖċĕďěęȘ�ZDV�OHIW�RXW�ILUVW��e.g. because it was subject to cor-
ruption as a relatively rare word, and subsequently a scribe attempted an emendation 
WR�UHSDLU�WKH�HYLGHQWO\�XQPHWULFDO�YHUVH��%H�WKDW�DV�LW�PD\��LW�LV�QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW�WKH�

13� &I��/HYHQWKDOȷV�������������FRPPHQW�RQ�AP ;,9������mWKLV�HSLJUDP�FROODSVHV�WKH�,OLDGLF�
SDVVDJH������KH[DPHWHUV��,O������������� LQWR� WKUHH� OLQHV��)XUWKHUPRUH��ZKHUHDV�+RPHU�UHFNRQV�
EHWZHHQ���������DQG���������PHQ�� WKLV� HSLJUDP�EHVWV�KLP�E\� VXJJHVWLQJ� WKHUH�ZHUH����������
+RPHU� LV�VWULSSHG�RI�SRHWLF�ZHLJKW��DQG�DFFXUDF\}�

14� -HU]\� 'DQLHOHZLF]� SRLQWV� RXW� WR� PH�� per litteras electronicas, that the number of the 
*UHHNV� LQ� WKH� ODVW� OLQH�� L�H������*UHHNV�DW�RQH� VSLW�� LV� VXVSLFLRXVO\� ODUJH�DQG� WKHUHIRUH�SHUKDSV�
UHVXOWLQJ� IURP� FRUUXSWLRQ�� <HW� HYHQ� WKRXJK� ,� H[SHFW� WKH� VROXWLRQ� RI� RXU� ULGGOH� WR� FRQIRUP� WR�
literary realism of a sort, perhaps we do not have to assume the imagery of such arithmetical 
ULGGOHV� WR�EH�HQWLUHO\� UHDOLVWLF��e.g., in AP ;,9���(URV� LV�FDUU\LQJ�������DSSOHV��7KDW� VDLG��RQH�
FDQQRW�UXOH�RXW�D�FRUUXSWLRQ�DW�DQ�HDUO\��SUH�%\]DQWLQH"��VWDJH�RI�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�DQG�WKH�ODVW�OLQH�
LV�� DGPLWWHGO\��SDUWLFXODUO\� VXVSLFLRXV�� LQ� IDFW�� LW�PLJKW� VWUHQJWKHQ�P\�DUJXPHQW� LI� WKH� VROXWLRQ�
FRXOG�EH�FXW�GRZQ�WR�DSSURDFK� WKH�QXPEHU�SURYLGHG�E\�7KXF\GLGHV�

15 %DFKHWXV������������+H�PXVW�KDYH�XVHG�6WHSKDQXVȷ������editio princeps of the Certamen, 
ZKLFK�ZDV� WKH�RQO\�RQH�DYDLODEOH�DW� WKH� WLPH�
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Certamen SUHVHUYHV�WKH�YDULDQW�ţĝċė�LQ�SODFH�RI�ŕĝċė��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�UHDGLQJ�RI�AP 
DQG� RQH� RI� WKH�PVV�� FRQWDLQLQJ� WKH�+RPHULF� sylloge�� RU� WKH� RGG� ŕĝĝċė��ZKLFK� LV�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�PVV��DQG�EHIRUH�WKHLU�HYLGHQFH�FDPH�WR�OLJKW�ZDV�FRQMHFWXUHG�
WR�VROYH�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�WKH�XQPHWULFDO�ŖĚĞȷ�ŕĝċė��SUREDEO\�ILUVW�E\�6DOPDVLXV��$V�
Maltomini rightly observes, the new evidence is ambiguous and does not necessarily 
VXSSRUW� WKH�ROG�FRQMHFWXUH�� VLQFH� LW� LV�SRVVLEOH� WKDW�ŕĝĝċė�HQWHUHG� WKH� WUDGLWLRQ�DV�
a scribal emendation����,WV�RQO\�RWKHU�DSSHDUDQFH�,�DP�DZDUH�RI�LV��LQ�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�
EXFROLF�PVV���DV�D�YDULDQW�LQ�7KHRFU�����������,W�LV�WKHUHIRUH�SHUKDSV�D�VRUW�RI�JKRVW�
hyperepicism, unnecessarily conceived to solve a metrical problem, which can be 
HDVLO\�UHPHGLHG�E\�FRQMHFWXULQJ�ţĝċė��DV�ZDV�VHHQ�E\�0HLQHNH������������18��$V�D�
matter of fact, this is supported not only by the evidence of the Certamen, but also 
E\�O����RI�+RPHUȷV�ULGGOH��ZKLFK�KDV�WKH�UHJXODU�ţĝċė��,�VXVSHFW�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�KHUH�
ZDV�WRR�PXFK�%\]DQWLQH�SKLORORJ\��ţĝċė�ILUVW�EHFDPH�ŕĝċė��D�PLVSODFHG�HSLFLVP�
(perhaps influenced by Il. ,;������ZKLFK�ZDV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�FRUUHFWHG��LQ�RQH�EUDQFK�
RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ��LQWR�WKH�QRQ�H[LVWLQJ�ŕĝĝċė��0HLQHNHȷV�DOWHUQDWLYH�ZDV�ŒĚĞƩ�ŕĝċė��
but there is no need to consider the possibility of the hiatus���

0RUHRYHU�� WKHUH� LV� RQH� PRUH� UHDVRQ� WR� SULQW� WKH� HOLGHG� IRUP�� ŖĚĞȷ�� L�H� the 
SDUDGRVLV��:H� VKRXOG� WDNH� LQWR� DFFRXQW� D� IRUJRWWHQ� GLVFRYHU\�PDGH� E\�+HUPDQQ�
%HFNE\��ZKR�QRWLFHG�WKDW�WKH�ILUVW�OHWWHUV�RI�WKH�WKUHH�OLQHV�RI�+RPHUȷV�ULGGOH�VSHOO�
RXW� WKH�DFURVWLF�ðûþ20��1RZ�� ,�DP� WKH� ILUVW� WR�DGPLW� WKDW�D� WKLUG�OHWWHU�DFURVWLF� LV�
more likely than not to be accidental21, but what suggests that this is not the case 
ZLWK�RXU�ULGGOH� LV� WKH�IDFW� WKDW� LI� WKH�HOLGHG�ŖĚĞȷ� LV�DFFHSWHG�ȱ�DQG� WKHUH� LV�HYHU\�
reason to do so – what we get is a perfect example of the so-called gamma-acrostic, 
L�H�� DQ� DFURVWLF� ZKRVH� ILUVW� OLQH� EHJLQV� ZLWK� WKH� ZRUG� VSHOOHG� RXW� YHUWLFDOO\� �WKH�
ĕďĚĞƮ�DW�$UDW����������VXSSO\LQJ�D� IDPRXV�H[DPSOH��

ŖĚĞ’ ţĝċė ĖċĕďěęȘ ĚğěƱĜ őĝġƪěċē, őė Ďƫ ŒĔƪĝĞǹ
ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞȷ�ŽČďĕęư, ĚďěƯ Ďƫ ĔěƬċ ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞċä
ĞěƯĜ Ďƫ ĞěēđĔƲĝēęē ĚďěƯ Ŕė ĔěƬċĜ ţĝċė ŉġċēęư�

7KHUH� LV� PRUH�� ,� VXJJHVW� HOVHZKHUH� WKDW� WKH� ULGGOH� XQGHU� GLVFXVVLRQ� KDG� DQ�
interesting afterlife in Late Antiquity22, as the pattern emerging from Cert. Hom. 
Hes. 138-145, where a challenging query is answered with a riddle, is mirrored in 

�� 6HH�0DOWRPLQL�����������Q����� WKLV�VROXWLRQ� LV�RYHUORRNHG�E\�9DOHULR�����������
�� 6HH�WKH�DSSDUDWXV�LQ�*DOODYRWWL�����������DQG�0HLQHNH������������ZKR�DGGXFHV�AP ;,9�

������ZKLOH�FRPPHQWLQJ�RQ� WKH�SDVVDJH�RI�7KHRFULWXV�
18 &I���DJDLQ��0DOWRPLQL�����������Q����
�� &I��9DOHULR� �����������Q�������ZKR��KRZHYHU�� LV� LQFOLQHG� WR�DFFHSW�ŕĝĝċė�
20 6HH�%HFNE\�����������
21 &I��.ZDSLV]������RQ� WKH�EUHYLW\�RI�$UDWXVȷ�ĕďĚĞƮ�DFURVWLFK�
22� 6HH�Kwapisz (forthcoming), which contains an extensive discussion on AP ;,9��� DQG�

WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI� LWV�QXPHULFDO�VROXWLRQ�
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the arithmetical riddle with which AP ;,9�RSHQV��D�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�3\WKDJRUDV�
DQG� WKH�6DPLDQ� W\UDQW�3RO\FUDWHV�

ȺƁĕČēď�ûğĒċčĦěđ��÷ęğĝćģė�ŘĕēĔĨėēęė�ŕěėęĜ�
ďŭĚć�Ėęē�ďŭěęĖćėȣ��žĚĦĝęē�ĝęĠĉđĜ�ĔċĞȷ�Łčȥėċ
ĝęȉĝē�ĎĦĖęēĝēė�ŕċĝēė�ŁďĒĕďħęėĞďĜ�ŅěēĝĞċȻ�
ȺĞęēčƩě�őčƵė�ďűĚęēĖē��ûęĕħĔěċĞďĜä�ŞĖĉĝďďĜ�Ėƫė
ŁĖĠƯ�ĔċĕƩ�ĝĚďħĎęğĝē�ĖċĒĈĖċĞċä�ĞćĞěċĞęē�ċƏĞď 5
ŁĒċėĆĞęğ�ĠħĝďģĜ�ĚďĚęėĈċĞċēä�ŒČĎęĖĆĞęēĜ�Ďƫ
ĝēčƭ�ĚǬĝċ�ĖćĖđĕď�ĔċƯ�ŅĠĒēĞęē�ŕėĎęĒē�ĖȘĒęēä
ĞěďȉĜ�Ďƫ�čğėċȉĔďĜ�ŕċĝē��óďċėƵ�Ďȷ�ŕĘęġęĜ�Ņĕĕģė�
ĞĦĝĝęğĜ�ûēďěĉĎģė�ƊĚęĠĈĞęěċĜ�ċƉĞƱĜ�ŁčēėȥȻ�

mȺ%OHVVHG�3\WKDJRUDV��+HOLFRQLDQ�VFLRQ�RI�WKH�0XVHV��DQVZHU�P\�TXHVWLRQ��+RZ�
PDQ\�LQ�\RXU�KRXVH�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWHVW�IRU�ZLVGRP�SHUIRUPLQJ�H[FHOOHQWO\"Ȼ�
Ⱥ,�ZLOO� WHOO� \RX� WKHQ��3RO\FUDWHV��+DOI� RI� WKHP�DUH�RFFXSLHG�ZLWK�EHOOHV� OHWWUHV�� D�
TXDUWHU�DSSO\� WKHPVHOYHV� WR�VWXG\LQJ� LPPRUWDO�QDWXUH��D� VHYHQWK�DUH�DOO� LQWHQW�RQ�
VLOHQFH�DQG�WKH�HWHUQDO�GLVFRXUVH�RI�WKHLU�KHDUWV��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�WKUHH�ZRPHQ��DQG�
DERYH�WKH�UHVW�LV�7KHDQR��7KDW�LV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHUSUHWHUV�RI�WKH�0XVHV�,�JDWKHU�
URXQG�PHȻ}23�

%HVLGHV� WKH� JHQHUDO� UHVHPEODQFH� LQ� VWUXFWXUH�� QRWH� WKDW� AP ;,9� ���� ďŭĚć� Ėęē�
ďŭěęĖćėȣ� LV� FORVHO\� HFKRHG� E\� Cert. Hom. Hes. ���� ĞęȘĞƲ� Ğē� ĎƮ� Ėęē� ĖęȘėęė�
őďēěęĖƬėȣ�ĔċĞƪĕďĘęė��$OWRJHWKHU��ZH�KDYH�UHDVRQV�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�Cert. Hom. Hes. 
���I��DQG����������L�H� Hesiod’s query and Homer’s riddle, were perceived as one 
ZKROH�� 7KDW� WKHVH� ILYH� OLQHV�ZHUH� LQGHHG� FRPSRVHG� DV� VXFK� LV�� LQ� DGGLWLRQ�� VXJ-
JHVWHG�E\�D�FXULRXV�GHWDLO��1RWH� WKDW�ZKHQ� WKH� WZR�SDUWV�DUH�VWLWFKHG�XS� WRJHWKHU��
WKHUH� HPHUJHV� DQRWKHU� UDPLILFDWLRQ� RI� WKH� ðûþ� DFURVWLF�� RQH� WKDW� VWDUWV�ZLWK� WKH�
middle line and runs upwards:

“ĞęȘĞƲ Ğē ĎƮ Ėęē ĖęȘėęė őďēěęĖƬėȣ�ĔċĞƪĕďĘęė,
ĚƲĝĝęē ņĖ’ ŉĞěďưĎǹĝēė őĜ Źĕēęė ţĕĒęė ŉġċēęư�”
“ŖĚĞ’ ţĝċė ĖċĕďěęȘ ĚğěƱĜ őĝġƪěċē, őė Ďƫ ŒĔƪĝĞǹ
ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞȷ�ŽČďĕęư, ĚďěƯ Ďƫ ĔěƬċ ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞċä
ĞěƯĜ Ďƫ ĞěēđĔƲĝēęē ĚďěƯ Ŕė ĔěƬċĜ ţĝċė ŉġċēęưȻ�

We can dub this a heta-acrostic, after its resemblance to the letter heta24. I leave 
it to others to decide whether this is deliberate, as I am inclined to think, or not, 
and what exactly the insistence on the number seven could mean25�

23 7UDQVO��3DWRQ�����������VOLJKWO\�DOWHUHG�� WKH�VROXWLRQ� LV�Ⱥ��Ȼ�
24 'DQLHOHZLF]��������VXJJHVWV�D�VLPLODUO\�VKDSHG�V\OODELF�DFURVWLF�DW�9HUJ��Ecl. ��������
25� 7R�EH�VXUH��WKH�QXPEHU�VHYHQ�UHFXUV�LQ�WKH�FORVHO\�UHODWHG�WUDGLWLRQ�RQ�+RPHU��WKH�VHYHQ�
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May this five-liner have been composed independently, at some point, as a 
self-contained epigram, which the redactor of the Hadrianic version of the Certa-
men subsequently included in its text? What speaks against such a possibility is 
the fact that unlike what we see in AP ;,9���� WKH�QDPHV�RI� WKH� LQWHUORFXWRUV�DUH�
QRW� HPEHGGHG� LQ� WKH� WH[W� RI� WKH� HSLJUDP�� LW� LV� HDV\� WR� HQYLVDJH�� KRZHYHU�� WKDW� D�
VLPSOH� OHPPD�PLJKW�KDYH�HQVXUHG� WKHLU� LGHQWLILFDWLRQ��$QRWKHU�SRVVLELOLW\� LV� WKDW�
the epigram was from the start composed as a part of the Certamen (or a Certamen, 
L�H��VRPH�HDUOLHU�YHUVLRQ���EXW�WKH�SURVH�VHSDUDWRU�RI�Cert. Hom. Hes. �����ž�Ďƫ�ĎēƩ�
ĕęčēĝĞēĔęȘ�ĚěęČĕƮĖċĞęĜ�ŁĚęĔěưėďĞċē�ęƎĞģĜ��ZDV�D�ODWHU�LQVHUWLRQ�LQWHQGHG�WR�
FODULI\�ZKR� LV� VSHDNLQJ� �WKH� LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�+HVLRGȷV�TXHU\� DW� OO�� ���I��PD\�DOVR�
have had a different form), whereas the change in speakers was originally indi-
cated by paragraphoi����%H�WKDW�DV�LW�PD\��WKH�FXULRXV�DFURVWLF�LV�QRW�RXW�RI�SODFH�
LQ� WKH� +DGULDQLF� HSRFK�� ZKRVH� OLNLQJ� IRU� VXFK� GHYLFHV� LV� ZHOO�NQRZQ�� FRPSDUH�
WKH� DFURVWLFV� LQ� 'LRQ\VLXV� 3HULHJHWHV� DQG� LQ� WKH� SDWWHUQ� SRHP�Altar presumably 
FRPSRVHG�E\�-XOLXV�9HVWLQXV���

,� RIIHU� WZR� FRQFOXVLRQV�� )LUVW�� LQ� WKH� IXWXUH� HGLWLRQV� RI�Cert. Hom. Hes.�� OO��
�������� VKRXOG�EH� DWKHWL]HG�� IROORZLQJ�:HVW�� DQG� O�� ���� VKRXOG�� DFFRUGLQJO\�� EH�
printed as in AP ;,9� ������� L�H�� ŖĚĞȷ� ţĝċė� ĖċĕďěęȘ� ĚğěƱĜ� őĝġƪěċē� LQ� SODFH�
RI� ĚďėĞƮĔęėĞȷ� ţĝċė�ĚğěƱĜ� őĝġƪěċē�� DV�ZDV� DOUHDG\� FRQMHFWXUHG� E\�%DFKHW� GH�
0«]LULDF��(YHQ�RQH�UHOXFWDQW� WR�DFFHSW�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�DERYH�GLVFXVVHG�DFURVWLF�
has to admit that the latter variant is clearly inferior to the former, not only since 
RWKHUZLVH�WKH�VROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULGGOH�QR�ORQJHU�PDNHV�VHQVH��EXW�DOVR�EHFDXVH�ĖċĕďěęȘ�
ĚğěƱĜ� őĝġƪěċē� TXLWH� LQJHQLRXVO\�ZHGV� Il. ,;�����ĖċĕďěęȘ�ĚğěĦĜ� �WKH� JHQLWLYH�
RQO\�KHUH� LQ�+RPHU�� DQG�;�����ĚğěƱĜ�őĝġĆěċē� �DQRWKHU�+RPHULF�hapax, in the 
same metrical sedes���7KH�WH[WXDO�YDULDQW�\LHOGHG�E\�WKH�VLQJOH�ODWH�%\]DQWLQH�PV��
of the Certamen28 and devoid of any poetic merits can hardly be considered as a 
UHDO�DOWHUQDWLYH�� LW� LV�QRW� WKH�ZRUN�RI�D�SRHW��EXW�RI�HQWURS\�

6HFRQG�� WKH�&HSKDODQ� WUDGLWLRQ�DWWHVWHG�E\�AP ;,9�and the Homeric sylloge 
deserves to be recognized among the witnesses of the textual tradition of the Cer-
tamen, alongside Laur. pl. ������0XVXUXVȷ�QRWHV�LQ�WKH�Vind.�SKLO��JU� �����ZKRVH�

cities contending for Homer are listed in two epigrams attested by the Planudean Anthology and 
also included in the same Homeric sylloge in which we find AP ;,9����� �APl ���� DQG�������
ZKLFK�ERWK�EHJLQ�ZLWK� ŒĚĞƪ�� DQG� WKH�Certamen includes a passage on Homer’s seven alleged 
PRWKHUV�DQG�IDWKHUV����������,�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�WULSOH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�ŖĚĞȷ�LQ�WKH�DFURVWLF�EULQJV�WR�PLQG�
UHFHQW�REVHUYDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�PXOWLSO\LQJ�ĕďĚĞƮ�LQ�$UDW�����������VHH�+DQVHV�������'DQLHOHZLF]�
�����DQG�7U]DVNRPD�������0RUHRYHU��ðûþ�DUH� WKH� WKUHH�PLGGOH� OHWWHUV�RI�öðûþò�ȱ�PD\� WKLV�
EH�D�VWULNLQJ�FDVH�RI�DFURVWLFKLF�LQWHUWH[WXDOLW\"�)RU�WKH�FRQFHSW��VHH�5RELQVRQ�������.URQHQEHUJ�
�������DWWHPSWV� WR� LGHQWLI\�D�JDPXW�RI�DOOXVLRQV� WR�$UDWXVȷ�DFURVWLF� LQ�*UHHN�DQG�/DWLQ�SRHWU\�

�� 2Q�WKHLU�XVH� LQ�SDS\UL�� VHH�QRZ�FRQYHQLHQWO\�-DĪdĪHZVND������
�� 6HH��UHVSHFWLYHO\��/LJKWIRRW������������General Index s.v. acrostic) and Kwapisz 2013, 

��������
28 Laur. SO�������KDV�EHHQ�GDWHG�WR�WKH�WZHOIWK�IRXUWHHQWK�FHQWXULHV��VHH�%DVVLQR����������
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LPSRUWDQFH�KDV�QRZ�EHHQ�GHPRQVWUDWHG�E\�%DVVLQR����������������DQG�WKH�SDS\UL��
%HVLGHV�AP ;,9������ WZR� IXUWKHU� WH[WXDO� HOHPHQWV� VKDUHG�EHWZHHQ� WKH�Certamen 
and AP ;,9�DUH�Cert. Hom. Hes. ������ �AP ;,9�����DQG�Cert. Hom. Hes. ��I��
= AP ;,9�����$OWKRXJK� WKH�VRXUFH� IRU� WKH� ODWWHU�PD\�EH�GLIIHUHQW��DV��e.g.��3DXV��
;������DWWDFKHV�AP ;,9�����ZKLFK�LV�DOVR�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�RWKHU�DXWKRUV��) to the first 
two lines of AP ;,9�����AP ;,9����� LV�RWKHUZLVH�RQO\�NQRZQ� IURP�Cert. Hom. 
Hes. ������ �LQFOXGLQJ� 0XVXUXVȷ� QRWHV�30�� ,Q� IDFW�� OLNH� AP ;,9� ����� WKH� WH[W� RI�
AP ;,9�����GHVHUYHV�EHWWHU�UHFRJQLWLRQ�E\�WKH�HGLWRUV�RI� WKH�Certamen��$W�Cert. 
Hom. Hes. ���� %DVVLQR� SULQWV� ŗĚēĔƪĝĞđ�� DOWKRXJK� WKLV� LV� FRQWUDGLFWHG� ERWK� E\�
AP ;,9� ������ �ZKLFK� VKH� DFNQRZOHGJHV� DV� D� VLPLOH� LQ� KHU� DSSDUDWXV�� DQG�Cert. 
Hom. Hes. ����:HVW�������������ULJKWO\�DGRSWV�ûęĕğĔƪĝĞđ��EXW�DWWULEXWHV�WKLV�DV�
a conjecture to Nietzsche, whereas this is the reading of AP ;,9����31��)ULHGULFK�
Jacobs’s suggestion to emend AP ;,9�������Ņĕĕęė� WR�Ņĕĕģė� VKRXOG� DW� OHDVW� EH�
PHQWLRQHG� LQ� WKH� DSSDUDWXV�� 3DUWLFXODUO\� WHOOLQJ�� KRZHYHU�� LV� WKH� FRPSDULVRQ� EH-
tween (a) the already-discussed lemma to AP ;,9� ���� DQG� �E��Cert. Hom. Hes. 
����� L�H��+HVLRGȷV�TXHU\� WR�+RPHU�

�D��ƈĖđěęĜ�ŦĝēƲĎȣ�őěģĞƮĝċėĞē�ĚƲĝģė�ĞƱ�Ğȥė�ŗĕĕƮėģė�ĚĕǻĒęĜ�ĞƱ�ĔċĞƩ�
ĞǻĜ�ŵĕưęğ�ĝĞěċĞďȘĝċė�

(b) ĚƲĝĝęē�ņĖȷ�ŉĞěďưĎǹĝēė�őĜ�Źĕēęė�ţĕĒęė�ŉġċēęư�

This sheds light on the wording of the AP lemma (and, incidentally, demonstrates 
the precedence of the text of AP over that of the Homeric sylloge��� WKH� VLPLODUL-
ties must be due to the fact that the compiler of AP ;,9��&HSKDODV"32) found AP 
;,9������DQG�DOVR������LQ�KLV�FRS\�RI�WKH�Certamen, one arguably superior to that 
DYDLODEOH�WR�XV�WRGD\��,Q�D�ZD\��WKLV�LV�D�FDXWLRQDU\�WDOH�ȱ�ZKDW�HOVH�LV�RXU�WH[W�RI�
the Certamen not getting right?33

,QVWLWXWH�RI�&ODVVLFDO�6WXGLHV� J a n  K w a p i s z

XO��.UDNRZVNLH�3U]HGPLHĞFLH����3/�ȱ��������:DUVDZ� MDQ�NZDSLV]#XZ�HGX�SO

��� 6HH� WKH�DSSDUDWXV� LQ�0DOWRPLQL������������9DOHULR������������%DVVLQR����������
30� &I��%DVVLQR�����������
31� &I��%DVVLQR����������
32 For the debate on whether AP ;,9� LV�&HSKDODQ�� VHH�&DPHURQ������������������������

DQG����I��DQG�0DOWRPLQL����������������ZLWK�)ORULGL�������
33� ,� DP�JUDWHIXO� WR� -HU]\�'DQLHOHZLF]��0D[�/HYHQWKDO� DQG�)UDQFHVFR�9DOHULR� IRU� VKDULQJ�

ZLWK�PH�ERWK�WKHLU�ZRUN�RQ�UHODWHG�WRSLFV�DQG�WKHLU�WKRXJKWV�RQ�P\�ZRUN��IRU�SUHFLRXV�VXJJHV-
WLRQV�DQG�FRUUHFWLRQV�,�DOVR� WKDQN� WKH�UHDGHUV�DQG�HGLWRUV�RI�m(LNDVPµV}�
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Abstract

AP� ;,9� ����� D� WKUHH�KH[DPHWHU� DULWKPHWLFDO� ULGGOH� ZKLFK� WKH� OHPPD� LQWURGXFHV� DV� +RPHUȷV�
response to Hesiod’s query regarding the number of the Greeks at Troy, is identical with Cert. 
Hom. Hes.����������ZLWK� WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI� WKH�ILUVW� OLQH��7KLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�DUJXHV� WKDW� WKH� WH[W�RI�
Cert. Hom. Hes.�����LV�FRUUXSW��WKH�FRUUHFW�WH[W�LV�SUHVHUYHG��DV�ZDV�VHHQ�E\�%DFKHW�GH�0«]LULDF��
in the variant offered by AP�;,9���������$FFRUGLQJO\��AP�;,9�LV�WR�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�D�WH[WXDO�
witness for Cert. Hom. Hes. In addition, the presence of a curious acrostic confirms that the 
reading in AP� ;,9� ���� LV� FRUUHFW�� DQG� VXJJHVWV� WKDW�Cert. Hom. Hes.� ��������� L�H�� +HVLRGȷV�
question put in hexameters, and 143-145 had originally been one whole, either as an independ-
ent riddle or within Cert. Hom. Hes., yet its unity was obscured by the insertion of line 142, a 
SDUW�RI� WKH�SURVH�IUDPH�


